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nhis issue of Operative Techniques focuses on the
surgical treatment of atrial fibrillation with a par-
icular emphasis on approaches applicable during mi-
ral valve surgery. The format of this installment orig-
nated under the influence of Dr. James Cox, and the
eader will notice Dr. Cox’s hand throughout. It is
ppropriate, therefore, that we begin with the descrip-
ion of the standard Maze III procedure as previously
ublished in this journal by Dr. Cox. This establishes
he gold standard against which all subsequent tech-
iques should appropriately be measured, and we felt
he juxtaposition of Cox’s classic description with the
ewer modifications would provide the reader easy ref-
rence. Next, Dr. Ralph Damiano, one of Dr. Cox’s
arly pupils and his successor at Washington Univer-
ity, describes for us his modifications of the classic
aze as performed with the Atriacure bipolar radio-
requency device. Dr. Damiano’s laboratory per-
ormed much of the experimental work leading to the
pproval of this device. His lucid text is complemented
y beautiful illustrations. We then move to alternative
adiofrequency devices developed by Medtronic—the
nipolar pen and bipolar clamp-type device—as de-
cribed by Dr. Paul Levy. The ablation of atrial fibril-
ation using the AFx microwave probe is then described
y Dr. David Kress, including its application to off-
ump procedures. Cryo lesions have been used clini-
ally for many years for ablation of arrhythmias, and
r. Eva Bergland has developed an approach using theOperative Techniques in ThoraciryoCath SurgiFrost probe to accomplish ablation of
trial fibrillation during mitral valve surgery as an
lternative to the standard cut and sew Maze. Our
eview of new technologies concludes with Dr. Mark
rgenziano, who shares his approach to atrial fibrilla-
ion using the CardioFocus laser probe as an energy
ource for tissue ablation. The final contribution to this
ssue of Operative Techniques is an alternative proce-
ure rather than alternative technology. Dr. Takashi
itta demonstrates the radial procedure for us in an
ltogether appropriate counterpoint to the classic Maze
escribed by Dr. Cox. Dr. Nitta developed the radial
rocedure while at Washington University in the labo-
atory of Drs. Cox and Boineau. This procedure is not
modification of the Maze, but is in fact fundamentally
ifferent, as the reader will appreciate. While the ra-
ial procedure has been less enthusiastically embraced
han the Maze, we believe that the reader may be
nterested in this alternative approach with an eye
oward applying these alternative energy sources to it
s well.
We hope this issue of Operative Techniques is useful
o the readership. It is clear that with these technolog-
cal advances, arrhythmia surgery has a bright future.
e will no doubt be applying these and other tech-
iques with increasing frequency in the future.
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